
 

 
Happy Holidays from Second Chance Dog Rescue!  
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THE QUARTERLY GROWL 

²ƻǿΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ 
has passed.  Second Chance Dog Rescue 
has so many people and successes to 
talk about.  We believe this is due to the 
many volunteers that help us every 
week.  If not for these people, we would 
not be able to do what we do.  Jesse 
and I would like to thank those people 
that help us week after week.  You are 
the people that make this rescue a suc-
cess.  So thank you Laura, Stacy, Marcia, 
Terry, Brooke, Taylor and Bo.  As many 
of you know, Laura is the brains and 
creator behind our website and news-
letter.  Each newsletter simply amazes 
me.  She has such a special and creative 
talent.  Stacy is my savior.  She is truly 
the person behind the scenes.  She al-
lows me to keep my sanity and is always 
there to watch the dogs when I need a 
break as well as help with the adoption 
shows.  Marcia meets us each month in 
the various Richmond PetSmarts to help 
us walk dogs, meet with potential 
adopters and do whatever else needs to 
be done to run a successful adoption 
show.  Brooke, Bo, Ryan and CJ are four 
of our young volunteers that do every-
thing from cleaning dog kennels to fil-
ing, to walking dogs at the adoption 
shows to anything else that I ask from 
them.  Finally Taylor was my right hand 
during this past summer.  Taylor came 
to the rescue most days to help and 
continues to volunteer at the adoption 
shows.  Additionally, I would like to 
thank Barbara, Ally, BJ, Kelly, Emily, 
Linda, Bella, Christina, Julie and Mo for 
their assistance at the adoption shows.  
 
 
 

 We have had many other blessings 
come true in 2011.  The most exciting of 
the news is that we obtained our 501(c) 
(3) status.  This was a process that in no 
way would I have been able to do my-
self.  I can not thank Laura Dellatorre of 
Perkins Cole LLP enough.  The many 
hours of donated hours allowed us to 
obtain this tax exempt status.  We ob-
tained our status once it was submitted 
in about 30 days.  This is simply amazing 
to me since I had heard in the past that 
it can take up to a year.  Imagine my 
surprise when I received the letter from 
the Internal Revenue Service granting 
our status.  This opens so many doors 
for us and we are very excited to start 
opening them.  This entire process 
started with a phone call from Laura 
Dellatorre in the summer of 2010 simply 
asking what her law firm could do to 
help animal rescues such as Second 
Chance Dog Rescue.  Can you imagine 
my surprise when two weeks later she 
called back to ask if we wanted to go 
forward with obtaining our 501 (c) (3) 
status.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In June 2011, Second Chance Dog Res-
cue partnered with Metro Richmond 
PetSavers.  This is a coalition of local 
rescue groups, government shelters, 
educational organizations and PetSmart 
that have teamed up to reduce eutha-
nasia rates in our community.  On the 
second Saturday of each month, Metro 
Richmond PetSavers members sponsor 
large scale adopt-a-thons at a desig-
nated PetSmart store.   

 So each month, I travel to the Richmond 
area with Laura, Brooke and Taylor 
where we meet Marcia, Lynda and 
Terry and try to adopt our dogs to the 
wonderful people of the Richmond 
area.  This has been a wonderful experi-
ence for Second Chance since in the 
past many of our adopters came from 
this area. 
 
We have also teamed up with our local 
PetSmart here in Fredericksburg, Va.  
Wow, what an unbelievable experience 
this has been.   This has helped us to 
highlight more of our homeless dogs.  I 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘŀƴƪ WƻƘƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
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PetSmart, enough.  He and his staff 
make each week a fantastic experience.  
Everyone from John down to the cash-
iers has been so warm and friendly and 
could not be more accommodating.  
Each weekend, Jesse and I take a num-
ber of our homeless dogs to PetSmart in 
an attempt to find homes for them.  
This is completely different from what 
we have done in the past but I must say, 
it has really helped to get our name out 
to the public.  Jesse and I have truly 
enjoyed our time meeting so many 
wonderful people.  Check out our web-
page, www.secondchancedog.com for 
our upcoming events as well as some 
very special updates on dogs that have 
been adopted.  This site is updated fre-
quently so make it a regular page that 
you visit. 
 
So again I ask you, if you know of some-
ƻƴŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘέ 
please let us know.  We believe that it is 
better for us to adopt to quality homes 
and not quantity.   We want families 
just like yours.  Those are the ones that 
ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ άп-ƭŜƎƎŜŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎέ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
the family. 

  



 

 
Consider Fostering for the Holidays!  

T'was the night before Christmas, 
and all through the house 
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse. 
the stockings were hung by the chimney with care, 
In hopes that St Nicholas soon would be there. 
 
The children were nestled all snug in their beds, 
With nary a thought of the dog in their heads. 
And mamma in her kerchief and I in my cap, 
Knew he was cold, but who cared about that? 
 
When out on the lawn there rose such a clatter, 
I sprang from my bed to see what was the matter. 
Away to the window I flew like a flash, 
The dog must be loose; he's into the trash! 
 
The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow, 
Gave the luster of mid-day to objects below. 
When what to my wondering eyes should appear, 
But Santa Claus with eyes full of tears. 
 
He unchained the dog, once so lively and quick, 
Last year's Christmas gift, now thin and sick. 
More rapid than eagles, he called the dogs name, 
And the dog went right to him, despite all his pain. 

Foster a Lonely Pet for the Holidays 
Second Chance Dog Rescue is partici-
ǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άCƻǎǘŜǊ ! [ƻƴŜƭȅ tŜǘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎέ ǇŜǘ ŦƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  
We are trying to empty our kennel for 
Christmas, encouraging members of the 
public to invite a pet home for the holi-
days. 
 
Second Chance Dog Rescue is happy to 
answer questions about the program 
for people interested in making this 
Christmas a happy holiday for a pet in 
need.  If you are interested in welcom-
ing home a pet for some period of time 
over the holiday season, please contact 
us @540-752-1741.  Second Chance 
Dog Rescue will provide all needed sup- 

plies to include food, crates, heart-
worm/flea prevention.  We have an 
average population of 10 adoptable 
dogs who are looking for their forever 
homes.  You can view all of our pets 
online at www.secondchancedog.com 
and a complete list of needed items can 
be found on our website at 
www.secondchancedog.com.  Finally, 
no amount of money can replace hu-
man interaction.  We are always looking 
for people to come out and spend time 

with our homeless dogs.  This 
is free and you are guaran-
teed to be showered with 
unconditional love.    

Our goal is to have each of these pets 
into a home by noon on December 
20th.  The dogs would remain with you 
for whatever time period you can foster 
them.  If this time period is not good for 
you, and you can only foster for a few 
days anytime during the month of De-
ŎŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŦƛƴŜΦ  {ƻ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
foster for this time period but you still 
want to help a homeless dog, why not 
sponsor a dog?  As little as $40.00 will 
feed our homeless animals for 3 1/2 
days, $10.00 will provide one month of 
heartworm and flea prevention to one 
of our homeless animals.  $85.00 will 
spay/neuter one of our homeless ani-
mals.   

¢ƘŜ CƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ 5ƻƎΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tƻŜƳ 
Now DASHER, Now DANCER, Now, PRANCER and VIXEN! 
On COMET on CUPID on DONNER and BLITZEN! 
To the top of the porch! To the top of the wall!! 
Let's find him a home where he'll be loved by all!! 
 
I knew in an instant there were not gifts this year. 
For Santa had made our mistake very clear. 
The gift of a dog is not just for the season, 
We had gotten a pup for all the wrong reasons. 
 
In our haste to think of a gift for the kids, 
There was something very important that we had missed. 
A dog should be family, and cared for the same. 
You don't give a gift, then put it on a chain. 
 
And I heard him exclaim as he flew out of sight, 
"YOU WERE GIVEN A GIFT!! YOU WERE GIVEN A LIFE." 
 
Author Unknown  

Mikey and Reno (and many others) would love nothing more 
than to spend the holidays with you! 

 

For further information, contact Lisa Roosa, Co-founder,  
Second Chance Dog Rescue @540-752-1741 

http://www.secondchancedog.com/
http://www.secondchancedog.com/


 

 

through all the steps for an official Ther-
apy Dog, he has spent much time visit-
ing with young and old.   
 
Recently, this summer, he spent time 
visiting the elderly at the Masonic Vil-
lage and was a huge hit!  He even slept 
in a bed with an elderly woman who 
missed her own dog. 
 
This spring, he starred as the first ever 
animal in our local high school produc-
tion.  Herbie, played alongside his big 
sister who was also cast.  His role was 
Helen Keller's dog in the play, A Miracle 
Worker.  The director wanted to use a 
real animal, but had never tried be-
fore.  Since the dog is pivotal to Helen 
beginning to use sign language, he de-
cided to "test the waters" with Herbie, 
who was an astounding success. In fact,  

I think it is safe to say that he 
was more popular than the 
human actors! 
 
For three years, he per-
formed at the Elizabethtown 
Fair in the Dog Show.  Each 

year, he was a ribbon winner, including 
two first places for his behavior, de-
meanor, and tricks.  He loves to "ham" it 
up for the crowd with his two big sis-
ters. 
 
He has attended many, many sleep-
overs, parties, picnics, barbeques, and 
every other event that have happened 
with two active girls through their 
school years.  All of the friends know 
and love him.  He is definitely a fan fa-
vorite! 
 
Herbie has the run of the house and is a 
perfect gentleman.  He has wonderful 
manners and disposition.  We feel so, so 
blessed to have him in our lives. Thank 
you for sharing him with us.  We believe 
he is very, very happy in his new life 
with us (we are certainly happy he is 
here!). 

About six years ago, we had 
the privilege of traveling to 
VA from Pennsylvania to 
adopt Herbie Derbie 
Doo.  ²Ŝ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ [ƛǎŀΩǎ 
house in Fredericksburg and 
found the dog that has be-
come our family and everyone we 
knows best friend.   
 
For years now, I have meant to send 
you an update.  When your newsletter 
came today, I felt like I had to take a 
moment and send you news of our 
sweet Herbie Derbie.  He is by far the 
sweetest, gentlest, most loving dog we 
have ever had the privilege to know.  He 
is loved by young and old.  To give you a 
little update on all the joy he has 
brought and his accomplishments, let 
me share a few quick items. 
 
After we got him, we took him to 
"Doggie School," where he earned his 
Good Citizenship Canine Award. It was 
suggested that we have him trained as a 
Therapy Dog because of his very gentle 

Herbie Derbie Doo 

CǊƻƳ {ŀŘ ¢ŀƭŜǎ ǘƻ ²ŀƎƎƛƴΩ ¢ŀƛƭǎΦΦΦ²Ƙŀǘ !ǊŜ ¢ƘŜȅ 5ƻƛƴƎ bƻǿΚ 

Spartacus  

A picture is worth a thousand words.   
[ƛǎŀ  ŀǎƪŜŘ {ǇŀǊǘŀŎǳǎΩǎ  ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ¢Ǌƛǎǘƻƴ ŘǊŜǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƛŎŜƭŜǎǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ Φ 

Listen to your heart, rescue a dog today.   www.secondchancedog.com  



 

 

Ask Jellyé 
Hello readers! I 
come to you 
with much less 
of a lisp now. 
This past quarter 
has not been 
kind to me and 

to my killer smile.  Hence, the title of 
this month's column, the importance of 
dental care!   
  
For so many of us canines, we race for 
the underside of the bed when we see 
you coming at us with one of those 
'toothbrush' contraptions. But let me 
assure you, I have learned the error of 
my ways. 
  
For so many years, I resisted tooth 
brushing under the argument that dogs 
do not get cavities. This is true. How-
ever, we get everything else that you 
humans get. We get plaque, tarter and 
gingivitis. 
 
This past month, my Mom and Dad no-
ticed that I was backing away from my 
bowl when eating. Let me assure you, I 
eat like a truck driver. Always have, al-
ways will. I do not shy away from a 
meal, be it my standard kibble, half 
chewed pasta bits, or the stray banana 
pudding flung across the room. 
 
But my Mom and Dad took notice. They 
saw my hesitation; they noticed my nor-
mally lavender-smelling breath turning a 
tad pungent. They noticed that several 
of my teeth had black forming from the 
gums up my back teeth. They took me 
ǘƻΧΦƭŜǘϥǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ ƛǘΧΦΦ{ŀǘŀƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ  hƪΣ 
the doctor is awesome and gives me 
bones at every turn. He gave my 
mouth a once over and said that I was in 
need of a dental cleaning. EEEEK!  
 
Well, my Mom and Dad took me in one 
Wednesday, and I really should have 
seen it coming. They dressed me up in 
my signature 'breast cancer awareness' 
collar and said it was 'for a walk' -- at an 
hour way earlier than I ever get up (I 
think it was 9 am! Criminy! Who gets up 
at that hour?) 
 
I was sedated, which was pretty fun to 
be honest. Then they did a cleaning of 
my teeth which I really don't recall.   

When I woke up, I felt fresh and clean, 
but somehow lighter. I was missing two  
teeth! What in the world!?!? I did NOT 
sign a consent form for that to happen! I 
call 'violation'! 
 
Apparently I had one tooth that was 
cracked (possibly from rock -hauling? I 
try to be useful wherever possible.) I 
also had one with a hole in the middle 
of it that went down to my gum. Yuck. 
Well, I must confess. I do feel better. So 
I give you this month's bit of Jelly-
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭ Χ 5hDDL9 59b¢![ 
CARE IS ESSENTIAL! Here is some of the 
lowdown on our chops and how to best 
tend to them. First, some basics. 
  
Plaque is colorless. It is composed of 
micro organisms that turn into tarter 
when not removed from our lustrous 
teeth. Eventually, tarter will destroy our 
gum lines. Once the gum lines start to 
go, so do our choppers. Then there is 
also the eventual pain that is associated 
with mouth issues.  And you can kiss 
goodbye to our rosebud-fresh breath as 
well! 
 
Worse still, the bacteria that thrive in 
this enamel environment also can affect 
our hearts and kidneys in the long run. 
This is important stuff here! 
  
Here is what you should do to protect us 
from this savage beast that I like to call 
'yuck mouth': 
 
-Inspect your friend's teeth. Lift the lips 
up and look all around, front and back 
(sorry, canine buds, but it's true).  Be 
alert, humans. If you have a pup hyper 
sensitive to this type of intrusion, be 
careful that you don't get 
'unintentionally' nipped. 
 
-Pay attention to your findings. If you 
smell bad breath or see yellow brown 
crust around the area of the gum line, 
note it. 
 

-Look for signs of bleeding gums, red or 
puffy gums, increased salivation, miss-
ing or loose teeth, or blackening teeth 
(as was my case). 
 
-If you notice that your dog is having 
problems or hesitating when eating,  

again, note it. This is a sign that your 
pup is in pain. Not necessarily that they 
don't like this month's variety of kibbles 
'n bits. If they are wincing or crying 
when chewing or eating, this is not 
good. 
 
Now, if you notice any of the above, get 
your furry friend to a professional, stat.  
There may still be time for you to rem-
edy the issue without invasive proce-
dures. You might need to change their 
diet or start brushing their teeth (sorry 
Fifi, but it's true).  If the problem is al-
lowed to continue, you will wind up 
with a cleaning and possibly with tooth 
extractions. This is costly, and as we fur 
balls age, a tad more difficult, and let 
me tell you, it is NOT the way I wanted 
to spend my Wednesday!  
  
How do you help your bestest buddy 
avoid these issues in the first place? 
Brush their teeth! Feed them crunchy, 
dry food. Wet food, though we adore it 
SO, remains on the teeth and further 
creates problems (so I am told). Finally, 
there are a number of chew-products 
that you can find in stores, at your vet's 
office or online that assist with the pre-
vention of dental decay. 
 
Here's my personal favorite option - and 

the highlight of 
the song 'knick 
knack paddywack' 

-- give your dog a 
bone!  Natural bones 

or synthetic bones, it 
just depends upon what 

your pup will toler-
ate. They sort of 

scrub our teeth while 
we maul them.  Be care-

ful to get the right size so 
that parts are not inad-

vertently swallowed.   
  
Finally, get your couch-sharing buddy to 
the vet for periodic checkups. Make 
sure your vet is performing dental ex-
ams during wellness checks, and alert 
them when you have any cause for con-
cern. 
  
After all, you want us to be in tip top 
oral shape so we can chase and catch 
the ball, play tug of war, and holler out 
at potential 'intruders'! 

� �́$���G�R�J���L�V���I�R�U���O�L�I�H�����D�Q�G���Q�R�W���M�X�V�W���I�R�U���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���µ��- National Canine Defense League  
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